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Many such experiments were carried out, of which it \vill be
sufficient for our purpose to quote the results of one. Thirty-
four lines from Part II of The Ancient Mariner were selected and
used as material for a test involving 5192 children in forty-two
senior departments of elementary schools. The children were
provided with copies of the extract, which was read to them;
they were then given fifteen minutes to learn it, and required,
at the end of the period, to write out what they could re-
member. A second test was given unexpectedly after an
interval of one day in some schools, two in others, three in
others, and so on up to a maximum of seven days. Marking
was by lines transcribed correctly, no account being taken of
sequence. Taking the total results, the average number of
lines correctly reproduced immediately after memorizing was
nearly fourteen. The gain or loss after the various intervals
is seen in the table below.

Interval (days)
	Gain (per cent.)
	Loss (per cent.)

I
	
	1-6

2
	-9-4
	

3
	6-1
	

4
	
	2-O

5
	
	5-8

6
	
	8-7

7
	
	12*1

As obliviscence is a gradual process of deterioration in the
capacity to revive past experiences, so is reminiscence a gradual
process of improvement in that capacity.1
In an important section of the monograph Dr Ballard proves
that reminiscence and obliviscence are going on at the same
time, counteracting each other's effects. The improvement
after two days really represents a credit balance in favour of
reminiscence. From the above table it is clear that on the
second and third days reminiscence outweighed obliviscence,
1 Ballard, op. dt.